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Oakwood is a Memorial Park,

versus a traditional Cemetery
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• In 1924, the permits for Oakwood were in the 

approval process before the City Council.

• The Oakwood Cemetery Syndicate explained 

that Oakwood would be different from the 

usual cemetery in many ways.

• Tombstones, monuments and raised graves 

would be prohibited.

• A Memorial Park would be developed from the 

natural beauty of the surrounding area 

enhanced by trees and shrubs.

• Bronze plates placed on concrete would be 

laid on the ground over the graves. 1924-09-21 200 acres under beautification 

Los Angeles Times
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Topics to be covered
• 1903 – The 133-acre Miranda Homestead Property land patent is issued.  Their adobe is now a flower 

shop in the Oakwood parking lot

• 1923 – Oakwood Cemetery is purchased by Merrick & Ruddick, real estate subdividers. Their Oakwood 

Cemetery permit is approved despite protests in 1924.

• 1924 – Oakwood Cemetery Brochure

• 1926 – First Annual Valley-wide Memorial Day Services more than 1,000 people attend

• 1927 – 1st Mausoleum built by Frank Knapp

• 1928 – St Francis Dam disaster

• 1930 – Fernando Septimo Lopez Moraga

• 1933 – Oakwood Office, Chapel and Crematorium are built

• 1947 – Oakwood Water Well, now in SSPSHP

• 1965 – The 1903 Pioneer church is moved to Oakwood

• 1970-79 – The Cryonics Society stores 9 bodies in an underground vault at Oakwood

• Homestead families buried at Oakwood

• 14 minute movie - “FAMOUS GRAVE TOUR - Oakwood”
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Miranda’s in Chatsworth

• The 1870 Census listed Gabriel and Ignacio Miranda, both 60 years old, in Chatsworth.  

• They were living next to Fabricio De la Ossa (Stagecoach swing station) and Alfred 

Workman (at today’s Baden and Lassen, on the 1859 Stagecoach Trail).  Workman 

was a dry land wheat farmer who would live at Shadow Ranch in West Hills, today’s 

Historic-Cultural Monument #9.

• The 1880 Census listed 29 year old Francisco and wife Antonia Miranda next to the 

De la Ossa Stagecoach Swing Station. 

For more on the Mirandas, see

Chatsworth Hills Homesteaders Part 2.pdf

Jack and The Beanstalk 1917 Silent Movie in Chatsworth.pdf

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Program%20Downloads/Chatsworth%20Hills%20Homesteaders%20Part%202.pdf
https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Program%20Downloads/Jack%20and%20the%20Beanstalk%201917%20Silent%20Movie%20in%20Chatsworth.pdf
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Miranda’s in 

Chatsworth

• The map to the right is 

today’s Google Earth

• The red lines are 

homesteader boundaries.

• The angled line to the right 

is Andora/Valley Circle.

• The Stagecoach Trail is the 

yellow line.

• The location of the 

1870/1880 Miranda Adobe 

(which still exists) is next to 

a creek and just west of the 

Stagecoach Trail 
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Miranda’s in 

Chatsworth
• This map is a 1928 aerial overlaid 

on Google Earth.

• The Miranda adobe is circled in 

yellow.

• Oakwood Cemetery was opened 

in 1924, and is about half 

developed.

• The strip of land west and north of 

the adobe is graded for crops.  

• The section north of Oakwood not 

yet developed has trees planted 

on it.

• The buildings below Frank 

Ackerman’s name is the 1921 

Longview Poultry Ranch

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202020-12.pdf
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A closer look at the 

Miranda Ranch 1928 

aerial, adobe circled in 

yellow.

CROPS

CROPS

TREES

TREES
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The Miranda 

Adobe

• The Google Maps 

photo to the right 

shows the Miranda 

Adobe circled in 

Yellow.

• It is in the back 

parking lot of 

Oakwood Memorial 

Park.
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The Miranda 

Adobe

The Miranda Adobe in 

2006 from Gerri Mares, 

Miranda descendant

The wood round in the 

well says “Miranda 

House Circa 1870”
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The Miranda 

Adobe today

• In 2013 the Adobe 

was converted to a 

flower shop, and 

the roof was 

replaced.

• The original 1870 

adobe walls still 

exist.
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Francisco Miranda 

(1849-1906)

• Francisco Miranda’s marker is in 

Oakwood Cemetery, Section E

• Also on the marker are his son 

Antonio and daughter Lupe.

Photo courtesy Kathy Holland, Find A Grave
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Merrick and Ruddick purchase the Miranda Homestead 

and create Oakwood Cemetery

• In 1923, Merrick and Ruddick, a real estate subdivider, 

purchased the Miranda Homestead and a portion of the Bannon 

Homestead, totaling 200 acres.

• As a side note, In 1922, Merrick and Ruddick purchased a 400 

acre tract in Benedict Canyon to lay out country estates.

• Chatsworth residents protest when Merrick and Ruddick create 

the Oakwood Cemetery Syndicate to establish a cemetery in the 

neighborhood.

• In 1924, N.A. Gray, president of the Chatsworth Chamber of 

Commerce, and other citizens protest the permit request.

• Mayor Cryer vetoes the Cemetery Bill.   The City Council, over 

the veto of the mayor, passes the ordinance establishing 

Oakwood Cemetery near Chatsworth. 
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Oakwood Cemetery Announcement

• Merrick & Ruddick are 

the Exclusive Agents

• Offices at 403 South Hill 

Street, Los Angeles

1924-07-15 

Los Angeles 

Times
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet

1924-07-28 

Los Angeles 

Times

The advertisement to the right states 

that

…A card addressed to our South Hill 

Street address will bring you a 

booklet telling you all about Oakwood.
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet

Source: 

CSUN Digital 

Collections

https://digital-collections.csun.edu/digital/search/searchterm/oakwood
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet

Notice that page 

6 shows a 

bridge over the 

Miranda Creek 

at the Miranda 

Meadow.

As seen in the 

1917 Jack and 

the Beanstalk 

silent movie 

video.
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet

A screenshot of the 

townsfolk crossing 

the bridge in the 

1917 Silent Movie 

silent movie “Jack 

and the Beanstalk”

At the 57 second 

mark of the 16 

minute video below

1917 Jack and the 
Beanstalk Reel 4 Part 
4

https://youtu.be/THmaqTDDA9Q
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet



1/18/2022 Oakwood Memorial Park and Cemetery Chatsworth 23

1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery 16 page Booklet

Notice that Robert Stacy-Judd 

is the Architect.

Stacy-Judd was the architect 

for 1927 Twin Lakes, which 

had a Mayan-Aztec theme.
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery Stone Entrance Archway

1924-09-21 Artistic Approach

to Cemetery built for Oakwood

Los Angeles Times
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1924 Oakwood Cemetery Stone Entrance Archway

From the Schepler 

slide collection

Notice the Miranda 

Adobe at center, and 

crops still in the field
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Oakwood Cemetery Stone Entrance 

Archway

1927 photo from the SCV Historical Society

William Biscailuz at the Oakwood Cemetery stone pedestrian 

archway, which was near his home in the Chatsworth foothills 

in 1880. 

Notice the beginnings of ivy covering the entrance

William’s nephew Eugene Biscailuz (1883-1969) became the 

27th Sheriff of Los Angeles County, California, serving in that 

capacity for 26 years, from 1932 to 1958.

For more on Biscailuz, see our 

July 2021 Newsletter

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202021-07.pdf
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Oakwood Cemetery Stone Entrance Archway

An early Handout with the Stone Entrance Arch

Notice Lassen is a dirt road
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Oakwood Cemetery Stone Entrance Archway

Crop of

An early Handout 

with Stone 

Entrance Arch

Photo facing west

Notice Lassen is a 

dirt road
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Oakwood Cemetery Stone Entrance Archway

Circa 1950’s 

Entrance Arch 

covered in ivy

LAPL Valley 

Times 

Collection

https://tessa.lapl.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/photos/id/41108/rec/1
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Oakwood Cemetery Stone 

Entrance Archway

Mary Knight at pedestrian 

walkway arch, 1993

Photo courtesy Albert Knight
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Oakwood Cemetery Entrance Today

The archway was 

almost entirely 

destroyed in the Jan 

17, 1994 Northridge 

earthquake.

What little remained 

was soon demolished, 

and the entrance was 

redone.



1/18/2022 Oakwood Memorial Park and Cemetery Chatsworth 33

Other Los Angeles Cemetery Archways

As an Aside, the 1906 Forest Lawn Cemetery in Tropico (now Glendale) had a stone archway in a 1907 

advertisement.  The photo above was taken in 1912, source: Paul Ayers - Facebook

Today the entrance has iron gates, the archway is gone.
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Oakwood 

Memorial Park 

Map

Note that the map is facing 

with West at the top.
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1926 Memorial Day Ceremonies

1926-06-04 

Van Nuys News

• The first annual Valley-wide Memorial Day services brought more 

than a thousand persons to Oakwood Cemetery last Sunday 

afternoon.

• There was an impressive speaking and musical program, with 

selections from the Owensmouth High School band, the Chatsworth 

quartet and songs by local talent.

• N.A. Gray, pioneer resident of the west end, was one of the speakers.  

A song by Miss Gladys and Mrs. Myrtle Gray Gilliman provide another 

feature of the program.

• The Memorial Day services will become an annual valley-wide affair 

at Oakwood Ceremony.
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1926 Memorial Day Ceremonies

1926-06-04 

Van Nuys News
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1927 Memorial Day Ceremonies

• Several thousand persons attended the largest gathering of 

the kind in the history of the Valley.

• More than 500 members of various patriotic bodies in the 

Valley marched in the parade, and formed a great square 

around the flagpole and field artillery piece that marks the 

veterans’ section at Oakwood.

• There was a scattering of flowers from the sky from an 

airplane.

• Eight Civil War (1861-1865) veterans marched in the 

parade.

• Mark Brennan, Spanish-American War (1898) veteran, was 

grand marshal of the day.

1927-06-03 

Van Nuys News

Note: The artillery 

piece and flagpole are 

in section B
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1927 Memorial Day Ceremonies

1927-06-03 Memorial Day Article 

Van Nuys News

Article Text below
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1928 Memorial Day 

Ceremonies

1928-06-01 Van Nuys News 

& Valley Green Sheet

• Legion Auxiliary 

Women approaching 

the veterans section 

of the cemetery, with 

World War cannon 

which guards the 

graves in foreground.

• Map at upper left has 

location highlighted in 

red, Section B.
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• The cannon today, 

notice the wheels are 

gone.
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1928 Memorial Day Ceremonies

1928-06-01 Van Nuys News 

& Valley Green Sheet

Spanish-

American war 

veterans’ gun 

salute to the 

dead.

Theodore 

Roosevelt wrote 

a book in 1899 

“The Rough 

Riders” and his 

charge up San 

Juan Hill.

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Rough_Riders/msRPAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
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1928 Memorial Day Ceremonies

1928-06-01 Van Nuys News 

& Valley Green Sheet

• View of the takeoff of the great Gotha bomber from Caddo Field, just 

before the huge airship flew over the cemetery, strewing flowers on the 

graves.

• Note: The Gotha bomber was a German biplane that carried out 

strategic bombing missions over England in World War I.  Caddo Field 

is today’s Sepulveda Dam Basin.
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1928 Memorial Day Ceremonies

1928-06-01 Van Nuys 

News & Valley Green 

Sheet

Words from page 1 

of the Memorial Day 

Article
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1928 Memorial Day Ceremonies

1928-06-01 Van 

Nuys News & 

Valley Green 

Sheet

Words from 

page 2 of the 

Memorial Day 

Article
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1928 Memorial Day Ceremonies

1928-06-01 Van 

Nuys News & 

Valley Green 

Sheet

Words from 

page 2 of the 

Memorial Day 

Article 

continued



1/18/2022 Oakwood Memorial Park and Cemetery Chatsworth 46

1962 & 1964 Memorial Day 

Services

From the Frank Enderle

photo collection
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1927 1st Mausoleum in Oakwood Cemetery

• A Sept. 1926 Oakwood article 

mentioned that seven or eight 

sections were practically finished.  

And one section has been set aside 

where private mausoleums may be 

erected.

• A Dec. 1926 article announced 

“Mayan Tomb First Mausoleum to 

Adorn Slopes of Oakwood”.  Frank 

Knapp (at right), Owensmouth 

sculptor and stone mason, will build 

the Mausoleum from the native 

sandstone rock that forms steep cliffs 

on three sides of the property.
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1927 1st Mausoleum in Oakwood Cemetery

• Frank Knapp designed the Mausoleum after the 

Mayan style of architecture.

• The mausoleum will contain six air tight steel 

crypts.

Note that Robert Stacy-Judd is the Architect for the 

Oakwood Cemetery Association.

And Stacy-Judd was the architect for 1927 Twin 

Lakes, which had a Mayan-Aztec theme.

The Mausoleum (red circle 

to left) was in Vista Heights
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A Circa 1969 

photo of the 

1927 Mausoleum
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A 1969 construction 

photo of the “Twin 

Pines” Mausoleum at 

Oakwood, with the 

1927 Mausoleum at 

upper left under an oak 

tree.

Photo from the Enderle

collection

For more on this story 

visit our Feb. 2021 

newsletter

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Documents/CHS%20Newsletters/Smoke%20Signal%202021-02.pdf
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Frank Sr., Maria, and other members of the Knapp family 

are interred at Oakwood Memorial Park

Additional Frank Knapp family and Owensmouth History can be found at

Knapp Family - Owensmouth and West Valley History.pdf

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Program%20Downloads/Knapp%20Family%20-%20Owensmouth%20and%20West%20Valley%20History.pdf
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1928 St. Francis Dam Disaster

• 1923 – Los Angeles and Owens Valley experience water shortages.

• 1924 – Construction of the St. Francis dam begins (above today’s Santa Clarita)

• 1926 – Water begins to fill the reservoir

• March 7, 1928 – The reservoir is filled to just 3 inches below the spillway.

• 1913 - Mulholland completes 

construction of the 233-mile-long 

Los Angeles Aqueduct from the 

Owens Valley to the San Fernando 

Valley.

• 1917 - The Los Angeles Aqueduct 

seeks to build a holding reservoir to 

regulate flow, provide hydroelectric 

power, and storage in case of 

disruption to the aqueduct system.
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1928 St. Francis Dam Disaster

• March 12, midnight, 1928 – The dam fails, sending a 100-ft high wall of water down the canyon. It 

takes 5 hours and 27 minutes to travel 54 miles from the dam site through the Santa Clara river to 

the ocean at Ventura.

• It is later determined that the eastern abutment was anchored to an ancient landslide, that gave 

way once saturated with water.

For more on water history in Los Angeles and the St. Francis Dam Disaster

St. Francis Dam Disaster: An Extended Timeline

https://scvhistory.com/scvhistory/stfrancistimeline_pollack2014.htm
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1928 St. Francis Dam Disaster

• 411 People were killed in the flood.

• Dispersed throughout the flood zone, 173 victims are 

interred in six cemeteries; half of these graves 

remain unmarked. 

• Another 135 victims are buried in 58 cemeteries 

around Southern California and across the United 

States.  31 victims are buried at Oakwood Cemetery.

This includes at least 8 families and their children.

• As many as 117 individuals remain missing to this 

day.

Memorialization and Memory of the St. Francis Dam Disaster of 1928

2014 - St Francis Dam Disaster of 1928 - Ann Stansell Academia.edu

At right, the Pike, Price 

and Halen Families at 

Oakwood

https://www.academia.edu/11242671/Memorialization_and_Memory_of_Southern_Californias_St_Francis_Dam_Disaster_of_1928_masters_thesis_
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In Memoriam the St Francis 

Dam Disaster 1928

Area B Next to the Cannon

St Francis Dam Memorial
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In Memoriam the St Francis 

Dam Disaster 1928

Area B Next to the Cannon

St Francis Dam Memorial



1/18/2022 Oakwood Memorial Park and Cemetery Chatsworth 57

Septimo Moraga (1844-1930)
• Septimo was interviewed in 1929 when he was 

85 years old, and told the story of Chatsworth’s 

founding.

• He was born at Mission San Fernando and was 

said to be the last surviving native who was 

born at the mission.

• “Water was a precious possession and it was 

only natural that the Indians and the first 

Spanish settlers should make their homes near 

a water supply.”

• He discussed “Las Pilitas” or “the small 

fountains”, which were springs in the foothills 

near the 1859 Stagecoach Way Station above 

today’s Oakwood Cemetery.

1929-02-15 

The_Van_Nuys_News
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• Septimo Moraga is buried as 

Fernando S. Moraga in 

Section A (the oldest section).

• Septimo was interviewed in 

1916 by the linguist and 

ethnographer John P. 

Harrington

• He was Harrington’s most 

knowledgeable consultant 

regarding Fernandeño

placenames for rancherías

and many other sites.

Sétimo López is discussed on page 24,28 etc. in the 2006   

“Ethnohistoric Overview for the

Santa Susana Pass State Historic Park”  by John Johnson.

Sétimo Moraga López in 1916 

Harrington Papers, National 

Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian 

Institution, 91-31239.

Septimo Moraga (1844-1930)

http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/21299/files/sspshp%20ethnohistory-complete.pdf
http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/21299/files/sspshp%20ethnohistory-complete.pdf
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1933 Office, Chapel and 

Crematorium Built

• A new Administrative Building was  

completed this week, offices to be 

moved from Los Angeles to 

Oakwood.

• The new Chapel, when finished, will 

be available for religious services, 

sacred musicales and weddings, as 

well as funerals.

• Note: a musicale is a musical 

gathering or concert, typically small 

and informal.

1933-07-13 

Van Nuys News
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1933 Office, Chapel and Crematorium Built

Words from 

the article

1933-07-13 

Van Nuys News
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The Chapel Today

1933 Office, Chapel and Crematorium Built
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Water Well history at Oakwood

A Dec 1927 Van 

Nuys News 

article discusses 

a new 12 feet in 

diameter well at a 

depth of 50 feet.

In conjunction with 

a 12-inch well 

drilled some time 

ago (a Miranda 

well?)

A Nov 1928 Van 

Nuys News article 

announces a 

second well for a 

new unit under 

development
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1947 – The Oakwood Water Well, now in the Santa Susana 

Pass State Historic Park

• As you hike up the Andora Trailhead, 

you will notice the Water Tank on the 

crest of the hill above Oakwood.

• Along the trail is a well head and 

water pipe.

• The water well was drilled by Frank 

Enderle of Oakwood in 1947. 

Current photo viewing east.

Oakwood Water Tank circled in 

blue, 1947 Frank Enderle

Oakwood well circled in yellow. 
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1947 – The Oakwood Water Well, now in the Santa Susana 

Pass State Historic Park

The 11 page Well 

Record file on the 

history of the 

Lassen No. 1 Well 

can be found at the 

California Well 

Finder

Originally drilled to a 

depth 1,402 ft. as an 

oil and gas well, it 

was developed into 

a water well.

https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/doggr/wellfinder/#openModal/-118.62170/34.25442/16
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1947 – The Oakwood 

Water Well, now in the 

Santa Susana Pass 

State Historic Park

A site visit determined the 

well location at a slightly 

different spot than the 

Well Finder location.

Water tank circled in blue
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1964 Original 1933 Office building is expanded

From the Frank 

Enderle

Collection
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From the Frank 

Enderle

Collection

1964 Original 1933 Office building is expanded
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From the Frank 

Enderle

Collection

1964 Original 1933 Office building is expanded
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From the Frank 

Enderle

Collection

1964 Original 1933 Office building is expanded



1/18/2022 Oakwood Memorial Park and Cemetery Chatsworth 70

The 1903 Pioneer Church is moved to Oakwood in 1965

• Originally the Chatsworth 

Community Church,

located at 10051 Topanga 

Canyon Blvd. 

• The Church was built in 1903 

with volunteer labor.

• In 1965, it was moved to 

Oakwood Memorial Park. It is 

L.A. Historic-Cultural 

Monument #14.

• Church services continue 

every Sunday at 10 am.
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The 1903 Pioneer Church is moved to Oakwood in 1965

• Wednesday, January 

27, 1965

• The Church rolls out on 

to Topanga to start the 

two day journey on back 

roads, across fields and 

creeks to Oakwood 

Cemetery.

• For more information on 

the history of the 

church, see our 

presentation at 

The Chatsworth Pioneer 

Church.pdf

https://www.chatsworthhistory.com/Program%20Downloads/The%20Chatsworth%20Pioneer%20Church.pdf


1/18/2022 Oakwood Memorial Park and Cemetery Chatsworth 72

The 1903 Pioneer Church is moved to Oakwood in 1965

• Picture taken in 1965 looking 

west, from the Sage Ranch in 

Chatsworth at 10151 Farralone

Avenue, between Devonshire 

and Lassen Streets and 

bordered by the Oakwood 

Cemetery.

• The horse and cattle ranch had 

irrigated pasture and alfalfa.  

Movie star horses were boarded 

on the ranch including horses 

belonging to The Lone Ranger, 

Hoot Gibson, Ken Maynard, 

Gene Autry, etc.

• Roy Rogers and Dale Evans 

were neighbors.
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Huell Howser

Interview with Virginia 

Watson
There is a 2003, 6 minute 

video of Huell Howser 

interviewing Virginia Watson 

about the Pioneer Church, from 

the Huell Howser show 

“Chatsworth”

2003 Huell Howser Chatsworth 

Pioneer Church clip

Huell and Virginia are with 

Father Anthony Rasch and 

Linda and Andre van der Valk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jM78ZVGDALs&t=4s
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In Memoriam to those 

Chatsworth Servicemen 

who lost their lives in the 

Vietnam War

Dedicated by the 

Chatsworth Rotary Club

May 31, 1971

Gateway Area, 

Oakwood entrance 

visible in photo at right.

Vietnam War

Memorial 1971
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• Cryonics (from Greek: kryos meaning 'cold') is the low-temperature freezing 

and storage of human remains, with the speculative hope that resurrection 

may be possible in the future.

• In 1970 Robert Nelson purchased an underground crypt at Oakwood 

Cemetery where he placed the first of several capsules.  

• Over the years additional capsules were added accommodating 9 individuals.  

The Capsules were to be refilled with liquid nitrogen every three months.

Cryonics at Oakwood 1970-1979
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• In January 1967, The 

Cryonics Society of 

California (CSC) froze a 

cancer victim’s body for 

future revival.

• Robert Nelson, president of 

CSC, said it was the first 

experiment of its kind on a 

human.

• Liquid nitrogen vapors are 

keeping the body at 196 

degrees below zero inside a 

metal capsule in a Phoenix 

laboratory.

Cryonics at Oakwood 1970-1979

1967-01-19 Los 

Angeles Times
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At the 1969 Cryonics Conference, Robert Nelson distributed a brochure of  the “Artistic Renderings” of 

the proposed Chatsworth facility, seen below.

What was actually constructed:  An underground concrete chamber, 20’ long, 10’ wide, 12’ deep, with 

a steel-paneled roof and a hatch for access. 

It was never equipped to supply the electricity required to draw and maintain the cryo-capsule’s 

circulation of the liquid nitrogen that was considered necessary. The hatch was used to replenish liquid 

nitrogen every three months.  Source: Cryonics SHOFFSTALL-DISSERTATION-2016

Cryonics at Oakwood 1970-1979

https://www.ideals.illinois.edu/bitstream/handle/2142/90878/SHOFFSTALL-DISSERTATION-2016.pdf?sequence=1
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• Over time, nitrogen replenishment failed due to lack of funds and 

maintenance. 

• By March of 1979, Robert Nelson locked the vault and walked away 

from the venture.

• On the Friday before June 10, 1979, David Walker of the Valley News 

and a camera crew from a local CBS television affiliate entered the 

abandoned chamber at Oakwood and found it in disarray.

• By June of 1981, Robert Nelson had been convicted of fraud.

Editor’s Note dispelling a rumor:  The story goes that Walt Disney had said he was 

interested in cryonic suspension, but was unable to make arrangements before he died 

in 1966.   Source: Cryonics SHOFFSTALL-DISSERTATION-2016

Cryonics at Oakwood 1970-1979

https://www.ideals.illinois.edu/bitstream/handle/2142/90878/SHOFFSTALL-DISSERTATION-2016.pdf?sequence=1
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The Bible is in 

“Elm” Section

Monuments in the Park
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Wishing Wells

Section

“Willows East”

Monuments in the Park
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Miner and Dancer

Section “Willows West”

Monuments in the Park
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Pouring Water and Coyote

Section “Willows West”

Monuments in the Park
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IN LOVING 

MEMORY

Eagle in 

Section “Willow 

Heights”

Monuments in the Park
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IN LOVING 

MEMORY

Children in 

Section 

“Sequoia”

Monuments in the Park
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Homesteader Burials at Oakwood

• James Hill died in 1923 and is buried at Evergreen Cemetery as is his wife Rhoda who died  

in 1935.  Minnie Hill Palmer and her husband Alfred are buried at Oakwood.

• Niels (1832-1915) and Ann Johnson (1845-1920) are buried at Angeles Rosedale 

Cemetery.  Many of their children including Emma and Fred Graves are buried at 

Oakwood.

• Francisco Miranda and two children are buried at Oakwood but other family members are 

at Calvary Cemetery in Los Angeles and other locations.

• James Richard Williams (1853-1931) and his wife Caroline Wagman (1854- 1948) are 

buried at Oakwood. His son James Richard Williams Jr and his wife Nellie are also buried 

at Oakwood.

• Augusta and Carl Iverson are buried at Oakwood Cemetery as are other members of their 

family.
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Next… A 16 minute 

video

Available on 

YouTube as

“FAMOUS GRAVE 

TOUR - Oakwood”

https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=hg6D0

x-7BO0&t=481s

Note: right-click the 

link above to open in 

new tab

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg6D0x-7BO0&t=481s
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Oakwood considers burial locations and information to be available only on a need 

to know basis, as it wishes to protect the privacy of its residents.

However, there are organizations such as Find a Grave, with genealogists who 

post relevant information to honor loved ones and provide research information for 

their ancestry. Usually a head stone photo is included.

Link below to Oakwood, not all burials 

are listed.

Search Memorials in Oakwood Memorial Park

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/617257/oakwood-memorial-park
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